Of Mice and Men Study Guide
Section 1
1. Where does the story begin?      South of Soledad; Outside Salinas, CA;  A cleared, wooded area near the river                                                   

2. How does Steinbeck establish right away how Lennie is dependent on George?  Lennie is walking behind George;  G held L’s work card
3. What town had they come from, and under what circumstances did they leave?' What took place there?  Weed/L was accused of assaulting a young lady
5. How does George feel his life would be different without Lennie?  Like any other ranch hand; Life would be much simpler.
6. What comment does it make on George's character that he does look after Lennie? What reason does he have to keep Lennie around?  Decent, moralistic person/  No reason
7. What is the background story of Lennie and the mice?  He kills all of the mice that he has been given
8. Why does Lennie offer to run off and live in the hills? How does George argue against it? What does this tell you about Lennie's character?   He thought G was mad at him/ G tells L that he needs him/ He has child-like characteristics
9. What is the importance of their plan to get their own place and "live off the fatta the land…"? What does it symbolize?  This is the dream that keeps the two men together and keeps them going.
Section 2
10. Candy tells George about the reasons Whitey left. We learn that Whitey was very clean, got dressed up on Sundays, and finally quit about the food. Especially, Candy says that he demanded, "Just gimme my time one night, the way any guy would." What is important about Whitey's departure? What do we learn about ranch hands and their prospects?  Move around like nomadic people.
11. What is the significance of the fact that the boss gets angry at Crooks for things that aren't his fault? What is important about the fight that Smitty and Crooks have?  Show the social intolerance and idea of needless violence.
12. What does the boss suspect George is doing, talking for Lennie? Why does he suspect this? What does this tell us about the society they live in?  Taking L’s money/ It is a cutthroat world or society/ People don’t take care of each other in that line of work.
13. Before Curley even says a word, what is his reaction to Lennie?  Dislikes him
15.When Candy talks about Curley's wife for the first time, what does he imply about her?  She is a flirt/ she will get you in trouble.
16. What does George warn Lennie about Curley?  Stay away from him;  it will get them fired.
17. What body language does Curley's wife use when she first speaks to George?  Flirtacious/ Flaunts it
18. Describe Slim's first real appearance to George and Lennie.  Tall, presence, cowboy
19. Why is Lennie's last name both ironic and symbolic?  Physically not small, Mentally-small
20. What insightful thing does Slim say about the fact that George and Lennie travel together? What does his comment say about society, and about his character?  Not many people travel together in the world today/  They look after one another.
21. What does Slim do with four of the pups from his dog right away? What symbolic meaning does this have? Kills them/  world is cruel 
22. What does Carlson suggest to Slim about Candy's dog?  It is old and needs to be put down.
23. When Curley returns to look for his wife, how does he look at George?  Sizes him up
Section 3
24. During the opening sequence, while George and Slim are talking, we hear the clang of horseshoes. What does this sound (clanging, ringing) represent?  Toll of a bell/ death toll
25. While talking to Slim, what does George admit to doing to Lennie when they were kids?  Cruel to him
26. How do George and Slim agree about relationships between men?  They don’t really exist.
27. What does Lennie have under his coat when he comes into the bunkhouse?  Puppy
28. Why does Carlson want to kill Candy's dog? Is it out of sympathy? What does it say about Carlson's character; for that matter, about the character of most men?  Old and smells/ No heart or cruel
29. Why does Slim support killing the dog, saying that if he were old and crippled he would want someone to kill him?   It is the merciful thing to do.                                     

30. What is the importance of seeing the letter in the magazine, written by someone who had once worked on the ranch?  Gives the men hope that there is a better life out there.
31. What does Slim remind Carlson to take with him when he goes and shoots the dog?   Shovel
32. What is the significance of the length of time it takes Carlson to go out and kill the dog?  Provides an awkward silence.
33. What is important about the fact that Slim puts the tar on the mule's foot rather than letting Crooks do it?   Shows that Slim respects the other ranch hands.
34. Where does Whit invite George to go? Other than the obvious, why do the men go to this place?  Old susy’s and social interaction
35. George goes along, but only to drink. Why?       Saving his money.                

36. After Curley comes in looking for his wife, where does he go? Why?  To the stable/barn to see if she is with Slim.
37. Why are George and Lennie so attracted to the farm they want to buy? Why aren't they happy with what they're doing on the ranch?  They won’t have to take orders from anyone and they can work less hours.
38. How does Candy agree to contribute to their venture, and why is he motivated to do this? What is he afraid of on the ranch?  Money; He won’t be able to continue doing his job and will be put out soon ie the old dog.
39. What is the farm they want a symbol of? Why does this mean they can never achieve it?  The perfect life and freedom from worry.  Nothing is perfect/Dream.
40. What does Candy do to show his interest in the deal and his trust in George to handle it?  Tells them that he has nobody to leave the farm to, so when he dies it will be all theirs.
41. What is the importance of Candy's statement, "I ought to have shot that dog myself, George, I shouldn't ought to have let no stranger shoot my dog"?  It should have been Candy who shot the dog/ saying goodbye to an old friend.  He took care of him.
42. What is Curley's attitude toward Slim as they enter the bunkhouse? What has happened and how does it show Curley's faults more clearly?  Apologetic/ insecure
43. Why is Lennie smiling during all this? What does Curley think Lennie is smiling about? Why does Curley attack Lennie?   Thinking about the ranch/Laughing at him/Feels disrespected.
44. What is Lennie's initial reaction to Curley's attack, and what does this say about Lennie's nature?  Scared of confrontation/Not a fighter
45. Who gets angry and decides to attack Curley and defend Lennie?  George tells L to defend himself
46. How does Lennie hurt Curley?  Breaks his hand
47. How does Slim make sure that Curley won't get Lennie and George fired?  He will tell everyone that C was beaten by L.
Section 4

48. In what one way is Crooks' quality of life actually better than that of the other ranch hands?  Own room
49. Why does Lennie visit Crooks when no one is supposed to visit him?  Lonely/doesn’t understand
50. What does Crooks reveal about his background that shows how racism against blacks is a problem all over the country, not just in the South?  White kids weren’t supposed to play with him.
51. What does Crooks suggest to Lennie? What almost happens? Why does Crooks do this?  G may not come back/Lennie almost hurts Crooks.
53. Why does Crooks conceal his pleasure with anger when Candy comes in? What ironic thing does Candy say to Crooks, considering Crooks complains about loneliness?   Must be nice to have a room to yourself.
54. What does Crooks offer to Candy (and Lennie) in regards to the land they want to get? Why?  Work for free/  doesn’t want to be alone.
55. When Curley's wife says, "They left all the weak ones here," who is she talking about? How does this strengthen the theme of intolerance in the novel? How are all the people in Crooks' room the same?  They all experience prejudice.
57. Curley's wife reveals the truth about why she is always wandering around the ranch looking for men. What is it?  C is never around and she doesn’t like him anyway.
58. What did Curley's wife figure out about Curley's broken hand? What's her opinion of it?  Lennie did it and she was glad.
59. What does she think of Candy's promise that he and George and Lennie will get their own land?  Won’t happen
60. Why does Crooks ask the men to leave after Curley's wife leaves?  Realization of the situation
61. What does Crooks tell Candy about his part in their plan for a farm at the end of the section, and why?  Don’t include me/  He is afraid that G won’t want him to come.
Section 5
62. Again, the sound of clanging horseshoes outside the barn is heard. What specifically does it signify in the story at this point m time? When does it finally stop?  Somebody is going to die/ After C’s wife is dead.
63. What has happened to Lennie's puppy? 'What does Lennie finally admit to himself about how it happened? What is the dramatic importance of this? Died/  it was too little and fragile
64. Who comes to visit Lennie? What does this person complain about to Lennie?  C;s wife/ she is lonely/ can’t talk to anyone
65. What background story does Curley's wife tell Lennie? What can we guess is the truth behind the story?  She could have been an actress/ Lie
66.What can we guess as to why Curley's wife married Curley?  How does this relate to the economics of the 

time (1930's— during the Great Depression)?  Money; He would be able to take care of her.
67.. What does Lennie tell Curley's wife that he likes to do? What does Curley's wife let him do?  L likes to touch soft things/Touch her hair
68. How do things go wrong?  He wouldn’t stop touching her hair/Kills her
69. Where does Lennie steal away to?  Brush by the river
70. What is significant about the pigeon that flies out of the barn? Soul flying away
71. Why does the shepherd dog cringe when she catches the scent of Curley's wife?  It is a dead body
72. After George finds out what happened, what does he decide? Why?  Find L and lock him up
73. What does George say he will do with his life now? Why does he decide this, when he doesn't need to? How will his character change?  He goes to find out everything with the other men, so they won’t accuse/suspect him.  He is no longer being protective of L.
74. Who does Candy blame for what has happened? Why? Is he correct?  C’s wife;  He knows that she probably enticed L.  He also knows that L is small-minded.  Yes.
75. What does Curley specifically state that he will do to Lennie? Why is this important to characterizing Curley?  Shoot him in the guts;  C is ruthless and violent.
76. What must George do? How does Slim contribute to this decision?  Kill L;  
77. The behavior of the other ranch hands is rather blood-thirsty, in spite of the fact that they know Lennie. Give examples. Why do they act this way?  Mass hysteria;  This is new and exciting/  Gives the men an adventure.
78. How does Slim try to convince Curley not to go on the chase? What is Curley's reaction and why?  He says that he needs to stay with his wife.  C is mad and wants to shoot L in the guts.  He did not care about his wife.
79. Where is Carlson’s Luger?   Gone/ George has it.             

Section 6
80. What is the dramatic importance of the heron eating the water snake? How is this consistent with Steinbeck's style? How is this event ironic?  Symbolism of death/ 
81. What visions does Lennie hallucinate seeing? What do these visions say? Aunt Clara and a rabbit/ He will soon reunite with her.  The rabbit is speaking to him.                                     

82. What does George hear in the distance?   Shouts/ men approaching  

83. What two things does Lennie ask George to talk about? Why are these things comforting to Lennie?  Rabbits and the farm/ it makes him happy and gives him hope for the future.
84. How does George distract Lennie while he prepares to kill him?  Tells him to look at the stream while he describes the land/farm.
85. What admission and reassurance does George make to Lennie, one that he had never done before?  Why

did he do it? What does this tell us about George's feelings about his own part in what has happened to Lennie?  He was never really mad at him. He always wanted him to be with him.  He feels responsible/bad about what has happened.
86. What story does Carlson, in his excited ignorance, suggest, that George goes along with? What is Carlson’s final comment, and what does it tell us about him? No compassion 
87. What do Slim and George decide to do?  What bond do they have?  Go get a drink/ Slim understands how tough this was for G.
